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like. The thrift store is open Mon-
day through Saturday, 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm.  We greatly appreciate all 
of the donations that come our way 
and hope that we can continue to 
count on your generous help! 
 
- Elizabeth Carlton 
Development Associate 

     Proyecto Pastoral’ s thrift 
store opened its doors a   little 
over three years ago.  It has been 
a wonderful addition to our   
community as it provides jobs  to 
local residents and low cost    
gently used goods to the       
community.  In addition to     
providing goods of all sorts to 
the community, the thrift store 
works with Homeboy Industries 
job placement component by 
providing its clients with free 
interview appropriate attire, and 
allows the men of the Guadalupe 
Homeless Project to shop free of 
charge for clothing and other 
needed items. 
             The thrift store is always 
open to taking donations of any 
kind.  We sell goods ranging 
from clothing, to coffee pots, to 
dinning room tables, and the 
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� � Donate clothing or lightly-used items to our thrift 
store 

� � Mentor and/or tutor a young person 
� � Donate your car—all cars donated to Proyecto Pas-

toral will receive a tax credit for the full market value  
� � Make homemade coffee and donate the savings to 

Proyecto Pastoral 
� � Honor a birthday, anniversary, wedding or special 

occasion with a gift to Proyecto Pastoral  
� � Donate appreciated stocks or bonds 
� � Fund a scholarship in the Early Childhood Education 

Center or After School Program (monthly, weekly or 
yearly)  

� � Plan a team building activity by sponsoring a meal at 
the Guadalupe Homeless Project  

� � Sponsor a canned food or book drive 

�

Desde la Base 
¡Si se puede!  

On Thursday, November 8, 
close to 400 people gathered at 
the Cathedral of our Lady of the 
Angels to celebrate the twenty 
years of service Proyecto Pastoral 
has provided the Boyle Heights 
community. Proyecto Pastoral’s 
5th annual dinner not only cele-
brated 20 years of grassroots work 
in Boyle Heights, but also cele-
brated the leadership that lead to 
the founding of the organization 
and the transformative work that 
continues to this day.    

The evening began with a  
mass celebrated by one of the 
honorees, Father Greg Boyle, S.J.  
It was a beautiful, small ceremony 
in a chapel below the Cathedral.  
The main event began at 6 o’clock 
with cocktails and a silent auction.  
As guests made their way into 
registration they were greeted by 
the vibrant music of the Roosevelt 
High School Mariachi Band.  As 
people placed their bids among 

the various silent auction items, 
many of the public officials and 
sponsors gathered just outside the 
Cathedral for an intimate VIP re-
ception. Board Chair, Rey Rodri-
guez, and Helen Sanchez, the Din-
ner Committee Chair shared organ-
izational accomplishments with 
guests.   
     As the mariachi winded down, 
everyone made their way into the 
banquet hall for the program. The 
program was introduced by Cynthia 
Sanchez, Executive Director, who 
lauded the honorees’  excep-
tional leadership and outlined 
the changes taking place in the 
Boyle Heights community; and 
how Proyecto Pastoral is taking 
the lead in that change. Mayor An-
tonio Villaraigosa then took the 
stage and highlighted the leadership 
and advocacy work at Proyecto  
Pastoral. He discussed the influence 
the organization has had on his 
work and how he continues to part-

ner with Proyecto Pastoral. 
 
See Benefit on page 3 
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       As many of you 
know, Proyecto Pastoral 
completed its three year 
strategic plan this past 
year.   Accreditation is 
one of the main goals set 
forth by the strategic plan 
for the Early childhood 
education centers. We will 
be beginning our self 
evaluation which is the 
first step toward achieving 
our strategic goal of     
having both sites accredited by the Na-
tional Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC) by 2010.  
NAEYC has developed 10 standards that 
outline what all preschools, child care cen-
ters, kindergartens, and other early child-
hood education programs should provide to 
nurture young children. One of the first 
standards we will focus on is the relation- 
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 ship that young children      
develop with adults and other 
children, which are crucial to 
early learning and development.  

New Staff 

Please join me in welcoming 
two new staff to our Early 
Childhood Education Centers. 
Guadalupe Guerrero is new to 
La Guarderia and Nancy     
Gonzalez is new to Centro de 

Alegria. Guadalupe is an assistant teacher 
with the preschool program working toward 
attaining her Associate of Arts degree in 
Early Child Development at East Los        
Angeles Community College.  Nancy is a 
teacher in the toddler program and is         
beginning her master’s program in teaching 
at CSULA, Dominguez Hills. 

See Early Childhood on Page 2 
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The Guadalupe Homeless 
Project (GHP) would like to thank 
you for your many contributions over 
this last quarter. With your support, 
we serve meals daily, and provide our 
men with the clothing and other     
necessi ties. We were fortunate 
enough to have over 35 organizations, 
clubs and families come to the shelter 
to prepare dinner for our homeless 
clients.  Also, we accepted over 150 
new jackets as donations.  We were 
able to give these new jackets to our 
clients at our Christmas celebration.  
There are still new jackets in our supply 
that will be given throughout the winter 
season.   

We would like to highlight a  
particular client, Miguel Suaste, he has 
been a role model here at the shelter for 

many of our men.  Miguel is very    
active in both the community and at 
the shelter; he participated in the     
Novenas and Posadas during the 
Christmas holidays.  He assists the 
shelter by washing blankets, towels 

and coordinating the Tuberculosis     
testing here at GHP.  Miguel continues 
to look for work during the day and 
when he returns to the shelter in the   
evening he always has a smile on his 
face.  GHP would like to thank Miguel 
for being a leader!     

The communal and grassroots efforts 
empower our men and make our shelter 
a very special place and a successful 
program.  We believe that through our 
efforts, and your help, we will be able to 
transition most of our men into a stable 
living situation.   

Thank you very much and happy New 
Year from all of us at the Guadalupe 
Homeless Project! 

 
-  Eddie Estrada 
   Guadalupe  Homeless Project 
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Outdoor  Classroom 

La Guarderia has completed Phase I of a 
two phase development of an “outdoor 
classroom” based on the work and ideas 
of Eric Nelson who is the director of the 
early childhood education center at Cal 
Tech. We completed phase one with a 
generous grant from the Outreach        
Program at Our Lady of the Angels      
Cathedral, a grant from the Polevsky    
bequest,  and   facility grants from the 
state.  In addition to new outdoor play 
equipment, we painted the outside of La 
Guarderia, filled in the sand area, we 
added a grassy play and planting area, an 
outdoor reading area, three theatre easels, 
outdoor play areas including an outdoor 
café play area, an ice cream store, and 
several additional other smaller play     
areas.  We also installed three new     
canopies that will provide our children 
with more shade and protected areas to 
enjoy the outdoors.  More additions will 
follow.  Please stop by and let us know 
what you think. 

-  Ray Ramirez 

Early Childhood Education  

Center, Director 
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Dear Friends, 
 
The year 2007 ended with a magical  
celebration of our 20th Anniversary.  
Thanks to the tremendous generosity of 
our supporters, Proyecto Pastoral raised 
over $225,000, 84% of which directly 
supports our programs and services! 
 

We begin the new year with great 
plans to add mental health services, 
further develop our community   
leaders, and build a teacher learning 
lab at our early childhood education 
center—over the next 3 years.  I 
hope you enjoy reading about our 
progress towards these goals in this 
issue of our newsletter.  
 
During this exciting time, I©d like to 
invite you to engage further with our 
community, whether it©s for a site 
visit, or to read to the children in our 
preschool. Bring your family or co-
workers to cook dinner for the men 
in our homeless shelter, or join the 
women of CEM for a Peace Walk.  I 
promise you will be moved by the 
power, dynamism and love of this 
community!   
 
  - Cynthia Sanchez 
   Executive Director 

Proyecto Pastoral’s after school 
program, IMPACTO, has had an exciting 
year filled with changes, challenges and 
various accomplishments.  2007 
brought to the program a new   
Director, various new staff mem-
bers, exciting strides in academic 
accomplishments of the students, 
and an expansion    allowing us 
to better serve the community.  In 
the midst of all that has gone on 
over the past year, we are        
extremely proud to inform you 
that we have recently expanded 
our after school program. After  
careful reflection and considera-
tion, Proyecto Pastoral and 
Dolores Mission School em-
barked on a collaborative journey 
to provide after school services to 80 
Dolores Mission School students. Thus, 
IMPACTO has almost doubled its      
student population and we are now    
serving over 160 children. This has been 
an exciting opportunity for Dolores    
Mission and Proyecto Pastoral to       
continue to work together.   

Additionally, we are partnering with 
Loyola Marymount Universi ty,           
Underwings praxis, and are fortunate to 
have students from the university       

volunteer and take an active role 
within the program.  LMU students 
from Underwings praxis serve as 

mentors, tutors and friends to our   
students.  Because of  our              
comprehensive programming, which 
includes a wide range of      activities 
such as art, sports, salsa dancing, and 
many others, the help from Loyola 
students is crucial to the     success of 
the program. 

 We enter 2008 with fond memo-
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The highlight of the evening was 
the presentation of The Paula Hernan-
dez Award given to Antonia Hernández 
and the Honorable Michael Stern and 
The Spirit of Proyecto Pastoral Award 
presented to Fr. Greg Boyle, S. J. and 
the Community Founders (Rosa Cam-
pos, Magdalena Casti l lo, Yolanda 
Gallo, Leticia Galvan, Sophia Guerrero, 
Lupe Loera, Lupe Ruelas, Maria Torres, 
and Esperanza Vasquez).  Attendees 
were moved by the awardees heartfelt 
words of appreciation, support, and love 
of the powerful work that has and     
continues to be done by the community 
through Proyecto Pastoral.  They also 
encourage the evening’s guests to join 
Proyecto Pastoral in their efforts to  

promote social justice and advocacy in 
Boyle Heights.  

All in all, it was a beautiful      
evening.  Supporters of Proyecto     
Pastoral came together to acknowledge 
the important work that we do in the 
community.  We would like to thank 
all of those who participated and    
contributed to this year’ s event.    
Without your generous support our       
comprehensive and much needed    
programming would not be possible. 
 
-  Elizabeth Carlton 
Development Associate 
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ries of last year, combined with our hope 
of constantly improving and finding better 

ways to maximize the           
experiences of our youth.  We 
would also like to take this   
opportunity to thank all of you 
who have contributed over the 
past year. We are extremely 
appreci at i ve of  your           
contributions and efforts in 
making our youths’  greatest 
dreams become a   reality.    
 
- Julia De Leon 
IMPACTO Director 
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IMPACTO seeks  
volunteer  tutors!   

Please call (323)881-0024 to 
learn more about  

volunteer ing with youth 


