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through Saturday, 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm.  We greatly appreciate all of the 
donations that come our way and 
hope that we can continue to count 
on your generous help! 

Thank you!! 

The Thrift Store is always in 
need of donations of any kind.  
We sell goods ranging from 
clothing,  to  coffee  pots,  to  
dinning room tables, and the 
like. Our hours are Monday 
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This little gal’s got the right idea!  
 Get yourself to Proyecto Pastoral’s Thrift Store, located at  

1826 E. First Street in Boyle Heights. Phone: (323) 881-0017  
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     The grassroots spirit upon 
which Proyecto Pastoral was 
founded in 1986 continues to 
drive the organization to this 
day. Proyecto Pastoral is ever 
involving and depending on the 
Boyle Heights community in an 
effort to empower its people 
through  our  programs  and 
services.   
     Community assessments are 
an important tool to help us  
best serve the community. In 
2007, Proyecto Pastoral decided 
to ask, “What are  the  needs?”   
A  simple  question with a not-
so-simple answer.   
     Safety continues to be the 
number one concern for the 
Boyle Heights community,   
according to the results of the 
Community Needs Assessment, 
conducted last year by Susana   
Bonis,   our  Organizational  
Development Specialist  who  is  
currently obtaining her doctor-
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ate in Organizational 
Psychol ogy  and 
Evaluation. 
     In terms of safety,  
the top concern is 
gangs   and   gang  
violence, followed by 
the availability of 
drugs in the neighbor-
hood and schools.  
These concerns exist 
despite the fact that 
recently the commu-
nity has been removed 
from  the  Mayor’s 
Office   of   Gang   
Reduction and Youth 
Development (GRYD) 
zone listing,   meaning   
that  the  local   government focus 
and financial support of gang vio-
lence reduction   measures   in   the   
community is  waning. Does this 
mean that gang violence is no 
longer a threat to our community? 
The results of our community-based    

assessment   suggest    other-
wise.  It  is  our  concern that   a   
decrease   in   funding  and  sup-
port available for community-
based    violence    prevention   
programs  like  those  of   

Continued on Page 2 
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     Research over the past 50 years has shown that 
early childhood experiences—from birth to age 
8—have an enormous impact on children’s life-
long learning and positively contribute to their 
health and development. As a result of that re-
search, a major concern in the field of child edu-

cation  has been  to determine  the  characteris-
tics of a quality program.  The equivalent of re-
ceiving  Good  Housekeeping’s “Seal  of   Ap-
proval”    in   early   childhood  education is to be 
accredited by the  National Association  for  the  
Education  of  Young  Children (NAEYC).  
NAEYC Accreditation represents the mark of  
quality  in  early  childhood education.  To 
achieve NAEYC Accreditation, early childhood 
education programs volunteer to be measured 
against NAEYC    Early    Childhood   Program  
Standards. It is a very rigorous process that takes 
about two years to complete. 
 As staff, we have been learning more about 
early child development, and as we share  this  
information  with  our  parents certain facts be-
come clear:   
     1) Early experiences affect the development 
of the brain and lay the foundation for intelli-
gence, emotional health, and moral develop-
ment;  
     2) Healthy early development depends on 
nurturing and dependable relationships; and  
    3) How young children feel is as important as 
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Raquel Roman was born in Chinatown, Los 
Angeles, and grew up in the city of Hunt-
ington Park. Before coming to Proyecto  
Pastoral,  she  worked  at  the Oldtimers 
Foundation, a non-profit that provides ser-
vices in the community where she grew up.   
There  she  served as the Assistant Director 
to the Senior Nutrition Program, which pro-
vided meals daily to approximately 1,200 
senior citizens. Some of her volunteer work 
over the last five years  has  included  help-
ing  to  provide services and advocating for 
the homeless community in the Social Ser-
vices Ministry at Our Lady Queen of An-
gels Catholic Church “La Placita.”  She has 
also led an organizing effort to try to create 
a legal and safe vending district for the 
street vendors around La Placita. We are 
very excited  to  have  her  as  the  new    
Program  Director of the Guadalupe Home-
less Project. 
 

Dear Proyecto Pastoral Family, 
 

I  feel  very  blessed  to  be  at  Proyecto 
Pastoral and to be part of the Guadalupe 
Homeless Project. In the few weeks that 
I   have   been   here,   some   of   the  
Guadalupanos that are currently in or 
have left the program shared with me 
that GHP has been a great support, and 
that it has guided and encouraged them  
to  get  a  job  and  contribute  to our 
communities. I am  very impressed by 
the level of faith,   integrity and love that 
these men have, regardless of the hard-
ships that they endure.  My vision for 
GHP  is  to continue   serving as a sanc-
tuary by strengthening our existing day-
to-day work, and also creating  a  cul-
ture  of solidarity among the Guadalu-
panos to ensure that they  can  find  
peace  and  have  access  to  personal  
and spiritual   development   in   a   safe   

and  welcoming environment. �  
 

~ Raquel Roman, GHP Program Director 
           rroman@proyectopastoral.org 
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Proyecto Pastoral will lead to an increase in 
violent crimes in the community. Only in 
maintaining  constant  vigilance  can  the 
community become a safer place for us and 
our children.   
     The  second  greatest  concern  in  the 
community is education, with the top two 
aspects being students not finishing high 
school and the small number of youth going 
to college.  Proyecto Pastoral’s  Early  Child-
hood Education Centers and after-school  
program,  IMPACTO,  provide  educational 
services to children ages 18 months to  18  
years, building young adults that are well-
educated, high-school graduates going on to 
college.  
     Other concerns, in order, were family 
welfare, housing, and finally, health. Under 
these categories,  the top concerns were,  
respectively, teen pregnancy, affordability of 
housing and youth substance abuse.  �  
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Greetings, 
 
We kicked the summer off with a wonder-
ful Family Picnic in the Pico Gardens 
housing project on May 20th, 2008.  Staff 
of Proyecto Pastoral and Dolores Mission 
came together with community leaders to 
plan an afternoon of fun activities, food 
and connecting with the neighborhood 
youth and families.  “Safe Passage”  com-
munity leaders wearing their green shirts 
grilled hot dogs, led games for children 
and reached out to new families.  On June 
21st, Proyecto Pastoral held its 11th An-
nual Women©s Conference themed 
“Discovering our Self-Worth” .  This em-
powering event attracted over 350 commu-
nity women who participated in workshops 
led by local health professionals and left 
them enriched, rejuvenated and inspired!  
Events like the Pico Gardens family picnic 
and Women©s Conference are especially 
important for the summer time when kids 
are out of school and families need extra 
support. 
 
Come see the excitement around Proyecto 
Pastoral this summer!  In addition to some  

of the news you©ll read about in this news-
letter, summer programming is in full 
swing. A new mural, directed by Ernesto 
Vasquez, a member of our Emerging 
Leader Council, is going up at La 
Guarderia preschool.  Almost 200 youth 
who participate in the IMPACTO summer 
program are working on science experi-
ments, swimming and going on various 
field trips.  Men from the Guadalupe 
Homeless Project are working with com-
munity leaders to walk the streets during 
the summer Peace Walks. Meanwhile, 
neighborhood families are getting the best 
bargains on summer clothes, shoes and 
household items at Proyecto Pastoral©s 
thrift store. 
 
From all your friends at Proyecto Pas-
toral, we hope you and your family are 
having a fun and safe summer. We look 
forward to seeing you soon. 
 
Warmest Regards, 

 
 

 
 

 
Cynthia Sanchez 

how they think, particularly with regard to 
school readiness.  
     This year we have focused much of our 
efforts in using daily observations to help 
us better understand our children. We have 
assigned one caregiver to provide the pri-
mary care to four students so that nurturing 
and relationship-building is re-enforced. 
We have also emphasized communicating 
with parents what we are learning and 
sharing with parents what we are doing as 
we work with each child.  
  With the evaluation efforts, continued 
learning, and growing partnerships, we are 
confident we will achieve NAEYC      
accreditation by 2010 and take our Centers 
to further heights!  �  
 

~ Ray  Ramirez,  Early  Childhood  
 Education Centers Program Director 
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IMPACTO seeks volunteer  tutors!   
Please call (323)881-0024 to learn 

more about  
volunteer ing with youth 

Special Thanks to our  Special Thanks to our  Special Thanks to our  Special Thanks to our      
2008 Women’s Conference Sponsors:2008 Women’s Conference Sponsors:2008 Women’s Conference Sponsors:2008 Women’s Conference Sponsors:    

Council Member  
José Huizar 

 
Disney Worldwide  

Services, Inc. 
 

Dolores Mission School 
 

El Rinconcito del Mar 
 

Homeboy Industries 
 

Javier Avitia 
 

Kaiser Permanente 

Los Antojitos 
 

María Elena Durazo, 
Los Angeles County  
Federation of Labor 

AFL—CIO 
 

METRO 
 

Shelter Partnership 
 

Teresitas Restaurant 
 

Velardes Fruits 

Not sure what to do with that old vehicle? 
Ever thought about donating it to charity? 
We have just the opportunity for you! 
Proyecto  Pastoral  is  now  accepting  
vehicle  donations  via  Charitable  Auto 
Resources. To donate, simply call (877) 
537-5277 and state that the donation is for 
Proyecto  Pastoral.  They  ask  for  the 
vehicle information off the title (pink 
slip), so have it ready, and they schedule 
the towing company pickup, at no cost to 
you! You receive an itemized tax deduc-
tion for the vehicle’s true sale value and 
the satisfaction of supporting Proyecto 
Pastoral in return, as well as getting the 
vehicle off your hands with zero hassle! 

Donate today! These people did… 
Special Thanks to: 

Kathleen Rivet 
James and Valerie Hickey 
Lugo Gabriel Villanueva 
Roberto & Luis Gonzalez 
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